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The Cleveland County Board of Health met on Tuesday, April 8, 2014 at 6:30 p.m., at the 

Cleveland County Health Department. 

 

Board members present:  Michael Alexander, Johnny Hutchins, Randy Sweeting, Robert Miller, 

Steve Rackley, Tom Spurling, Stan Pitts and Theresa Taylor. 

 

Health Department staff present:  Dorothea Wyant, Rodella Gold, Anne Short, DeShay Oliver, 

Nathan McNeilly, Kelly Morris, Sharon Chapman and Debbie Dyer. 

 

Andrea Leslie-Fite, representing the County Attorney, was present.   

 

CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: 
 

Vice-Chair Alexander called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  Robert Miller gave 

the invocation.  

 

CITIZEN RECOGNITION: 

 

No citizens requested to appear before the Board. 

 

APPROVAL OFAGENDA FOR APRIL 8, 2014 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

 

Vice-Chair Alexander presented the proposed agenda for the April 8, 2014 Board of Health 

meeting for consideration of adoption. 

 

Motion:  A motion was made by Robert Miller, with a second by Randy Sweeting to adopt 

the proposed agenda for the April 8, 2014 Board of Health meeting as presented.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 11, 2014 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES: 

 

Vice-Chair Alexander presented the March 11, 2014 Board of Health meeting minutes for 

consideration of approval. 

 

Motion:  There being no corrections, additions, nor deletions to the minutes of the March 

11, 2014 Board of Health meeting minutes, a motion was made by Robert Miller, with a 

second by Tom Spurling, that they be approved as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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ASTHMA AWARENESS MONTH RESOLUTION 

 

Anne Short requested the Board of Health’s consideration to adopt a resolution declaring May as 

Asthma Awareness Month.  A copy of the proposed resolution was included in the Board of 

Health packet.  Asthma awareness is publicized annually by means of resolution and the media.  

To recognize that May 1
st
 is celebrated as World Asthma Day, the Asthma Coalition will sponsor 

a variety of activities throughout the month.  The Asthma Camp, to be held during the month of 

August, will be promoted during May as well.  Further information was shared.   

 

Motion: Robert Miller moved that the Cleveland County Board of Health approve the 

resolution to declare May 2014 as Asthma Awareness Month, as presented. Motion was 

seconded by Steve Rackley and passed unanimously. 

 

NURSE FAMILY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM UPDATE 

 

Kelly Morris, Nursing Supervisor for the Nurse Family Partnership Program (NFP) presented 

information regarding the program and the accomplishments celebrated in Cleveland County 

since the inception of the program.  Information was highlighted through a power-point 

presentation.  NFP is an evidence-based comprehensive program funded by the Duke 

Endowment and Kate B. Reynolds Foundations, and was initiated in Cleveland County in 2009. 

The program is available to clients who meet high risk criteria and are between the ages of 12 

and 32 years of age.  Program goals are to promote improved prenatal care, improved child 

health outcomes and encourage participants to become self sufficient.  Ms. Morris shared data 

points which show positive trends within our County since the inception of NFP in the areas of 

repeat pregnancies among teens, low birth weight infants, preterm births, workforce participation 

and levels of education accomplished.   

 

Dorothea Wyant shared that grant funding for NFP will end effective December 31, 2014, but 

because of the positive results accomplished by the Cleveland County program, some local 

funding, along with additional funding from the initial source has been committed to sustain the 

program through June 30, 2014.   There will be efforts through legislation to obtain funding to 

sustain the program long term.  

 

NORTH CAROLINA COUNTY HEALTH RANKINGS 2013/2014 

 

Anne Short reviewed the North Carolina County Health Rankings for 2013/2014, published by 

the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation with the University of Wisconsin.  A summary of the 

report was included in the Board of Health packet.  Ms. Short noted that data provided in this 

report is not always current; some data is as old as 2010.  Each data measure is weighted in order    
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to determine the overall ranking.  Definition and measures are changed each year.  This report 

may be accessed on the website, which shows that Cleveland County is ranked number 84 in the 

State; placing Cleveland County in the bottom quartile in North Carolina, however, data 

provided by CDC Behavior Risk Factor survey is often skewed as the information is self 

reported.  Statistical data, such as the number of low birth weight infants born in Cleveland 

County, is accurate.  Overall statistical data for Cleveland County showed a slight improvement 

since 2011.  Ms Short reviewed the following statistical information for Cleveland County.  

There was a slight improvement in the area of adult obesity, adult smoking and teen birth rate.  

Physical inactivity increased.   18% of adults in Cleveland County remain uninsured.     There 

was a slight increase in the area of excessive drinking.  Ms. Short noted that while Cleveland 

County showed a decrease in the birth rate to teenage mothers, there was an increase in the rate 

of sexually transmitted infections.    More than 80% of total reported sexually transmitted 

infections are found within the age group 15 to 24 years of age.  This is a critical issue in 

Cleveland County.  Data was reviewed regarding clinical care, quality of care and preventable 

hospital stays, diabetic screenings and mammogram screenings.  Socioeconomic factors 

indicated a slight increase in those attending some college, but a decrease in high school 

graduates and a slight decrease in the unemployment rate.    The percentage of children under the 

age of 18 living in poverty is 36% which is a major factor, and the percentage of adults who 

report they have little or no emotional and/or social support has remained constant at 20%. 42% 

of the children in Cleveland County live in single parent households.  Ms. Short stated the State 

of the County Health (SOTCH) report that was presented to the Board in January, 2014 contains 

more valid data pertaining to Cleveland County.  Ms. Short shared information obtained from the 

Healthy North Carolina 2020 update, published in March 2014.   A copy of the update was 

provided in the Board of Health packet.  This report indicates that North Carolina is not making 

great strides in meeting set goals.  Economic conditions are among the factors likely responsible 

for the lack of anticipated results. 

 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT FACILITY UPDATE 

 

Dorothea Wyant stated that specifications for the new Health Department facility were released 

for bids on March 24, 2014, and the process would close on April 24, 2014.   

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 

Rodella Gold presented the following budget amendment, included in the Board of Health 

packet, for consideration of adoption by the Board of Health: 

 

Item Number One:  Based on anticipated donations to the Cleveland County Animal shelter, a 

request was made to budget $1000.000 into the Animal Control Department (542)  to be used to 

support operating expenses and enhance operations in that department. 
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Motion: Robert Miller moved, with a second by Randy Sweeting, that the budget 

amendment be approved as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

Cleveland County Fair Board of Directors Update 

Johnny Hutchins, who serves as a member of the Cleveland County Fair Board of Directors’, 

reported that all lawsuits initiated as a result of the E-Coli outbreak associated with the 2012 

Cleveland County Fair have been settled.  Terms of the settlement have not been made public. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

There being no further business, Vice-Chair Alexander called for a motion to adjourn. 

 

Motion:  Tom Spurling moved, with a second by Robert Miller that the Cleveland County 

Board of Health meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

 

Dorothea Wyant, Secretary 

Cleveland County Board of Health 

 

 

 


