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The Cleveland County Board of Health met on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Cleveland County Health Department. 
 
Board members present:  Michael Alexander, Charles Hayek, Johnny Hutchins, Robert Miller, 
Steve Rackley, Dianne Sanders, Tom Spurling, Randy Sweeting and Theresa Taylor. 
 
Health Department staff present:  Dorothea Wyant, Rodella Gold, Anne Short, Sam Lockridge, 
Nathan McNeilly, Linda Kiser, Kim Crane, Brittney Smith and Debbie Dyer. 
 
Andrea Leslie-Fite, Assistant County Attorney, and Katie Herndon, County Attorney Associate 
was also present.   
 
CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME: 
 
Chair Hayek called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone.  Robert Miller gave the 
invocation. 
 
CITIZEN RECOGNITION: 
 
No citizens requested to appear before the Board. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 BOARD OF HEALTH 
MEETING: 
 
Chair Hayek presented the proposed agenda for the September 8, 2015 Board of Health meeting 
for consideration of adoption.   
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Tom Spurling, with a second by Michael Alexander to 
adopt the agenda for the September 8, 2015 Board of Health meeting as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF August 11, 2015 BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING MINUTES: 
 
Chair Hayek presented the August 11, 2015 Board of Health meeting minutes for consideration 
of approval.   
 
Motion:  Robert Miller moved that the minutes of the August 11, 2015 Board of Health 
meeting be approved as presented.  Michael Alexander seconded and motion carried 
unanimously. 
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2014/2015 ANNUAL SCHOOL HEALTH REPORT 
 
Linda Kiser, School Health Program Nurse Supervisor, reviewed information contained in the 
2014/2015 Annual School Health Report that was included in the Board information packet. 
 
Ms. Kiser noted there is a total of ten registered nurses serving the elementary, intermediate, 
alternative and North Shelby schools; four registered nurses serving the middle school health 
centers and four nurse practitioners serving the high school health centers.  
 
North Carolina General Statute 115C-375.2A became effective November 1, 2014, and requires 
that epinephrine be stocked in public schools.  As a result, school nurses and nurse practitioners 
provided training to 267 selected staff members within the school system.  These individuals 
were trained in the following areas:  1) standards and procedures for storage and emergency use 
of epinephrine auto-injectors; 2)  recognizing symptoms of anaphylaxis; 3) emergency follow-up 
procedures, including calling Emergency Medical Services, notification of student’s parent, 
and/or advising physician follow-up; 4) making CPR classes readily available to Epi trained staff 
for certification.   
 
During 2014/2015, a total of 176 student injuries resulted in the loss of at least one half day of 
school or required some type of immediate care by a health care provider, dentist or Emergency 
Medical Services.  92% of all students seen in schools returned to class after assessment and 8% 
of students left school after assessment.  1,616 medications were ordered by health care 
providers.  Each prescription is reviewed by a school health nurse who in turn reviews the orders 
with the individual responsible for administering that medication.  304 of the total medications 
prescribed were long term medications, 922 were emergency medications and 364 were PRN (as 
needed) medications.  2,743 students were identified with health conditions during the 2014-
2015 school years that required either a health care plan, medication during the day, or some type 
of care provided at school.  172 students were identified with a Medical Diet Order requiring the 
school nurse to review with or assist the Child Nutrition Program to implement.  A total of 200 
health care procedures were required by students during the 2014-2015 school years. 
 
236 doses of tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (T-dap) vaccine were administered to prepare students 
for 6th grade vaccine requirements and 218 Meningococcal (MCV) vaccines were administered 
to prepare students for the new 7th grade vaccine requirement effective July 1, 2015.  Board 
members discussed required fees for T-dap and Meningococcal vaccine, and were informed there 
are options for children who qualify for Vaccines for Children Program (VFC).  Qualification 
criteria for the VFC program state that children 18 years of age and under who receive Medicaid; 
18 years of age and under who have no health insurance; 18 years of age and under that have 
health insurance that does not cover vaccine costs; Alaskan natives 18 years of age and under  
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and American Indians 18 years of age and under will receive vaccines provided by the State at  
no cost.  Immunization records are required for school enrollment.  A 30 day grace period from 
the day a child begins school is allowed for compliance.  Discussion followed.  
 
Chair Hayek noted the extensive acuity level of children attending public schools now, and the 
invaluable services provided to them by school health staff. 
 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORT FOR YEAR 2014 
 
Kim Crane, Public Health Nursing Supervisor, reviewed information contained in the 2014 
Annual Communicable Disease Report.  A copy of the report is included in the information 
packet received by the Board.  No communicable disease outbreaks were reported in Cleveland 
County during 2014, although there were some epi-link cases resulting from an outbreak of 
salmonella occurring in Gaston County.  As noted on the summary report showing statistics 
indicating a five year trend, the calendar year statistics indicate decreases in 2014 in the reported 
cases of Gonorrhea and HIV from 2013, and an increase of reported Chlamydia and Syphilis 
cases. Numbers of Pneumococcal and Influenza vaccinations given were reviewed.  
Quadravalent flu vaccine and the high dose flu vaccine for individuals age 65 and older will be 
available at the health department in the near future.  Statistics of HIV/STD cases in Cleveland 
County during 2014, broken down by age/rate was reviewed.  Significant increases in cases 
reported were noted in each category in the 20 to 29 age group.  The health department will be 
partnering with Phoenix Counseling and Mental Health effective October 12, 2015 to offer STD 
education and information regarding services offered at the health department.  Ms. Crane noted 
this should target the 20 to 29 age group, and hopefully result in improved results.    Robert 
Miller noted there remains a larger percentage of STD’s within the African American population, 
and this is a concern to him and members of the Minority Council.  The overall population is 
23% African American, yet 50% or more of reported STD’s within the County are within the 
African American community. Kim Crane shared information from a breakdown of STD’s 
specific to the African/American population, noting there was a decrease in the cases of 
Chlamydia from 2013 to 2014.  Mr. Miller stated that although there was a slight decrease, the 
numbers were still high and that something must be done to decrease the number of STD cases 
within the African American population quickly.  Dr. Hayek questioned statistics of the racial 
breakdown of Cleveland County as opposed to the statistics of the racial breakdown of other 
counties within the State.  Ms. Crane noted that higher STD rates within the African American 
population are a State-wide trend, and the rate in Cleveland County is significantly lower than 
they are in many counties across the State.  Dr. Hayek noted that he appreciates the Minority 
Council in Cleveland County and their interest and concern.  Robert Miller stated that the goal of 
the Minority Council is for Cleveland County to have the best rates in the State.  A copy of the 
STD report by racial breakdown will be included in the information packet provided to board 
members at the October 13, 2015 meeting.   
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2014/2015 ANNUAL SOLID WASTE REPORT/HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
COLLECTION DAY REPORT 
 
Sam Lockridge presented information contained in the 2014/2015 Annual Cleveland County 
Solid Waste Report and Household Hazardous Waste Collections Day Report.  Copies of the 
reports are included in the Board packet. 
 
Data regarding materials collected were reviewed and percentages were explained.  
 
The three year trend of solid waste collection, including recycling centers, was identified by 
graph and discussed.  Solid waste stream was reviewed.   Mr. Lockridge stated that Cleveland 
County is experiencing an overall increase in solid waste.   The problem of residents living out of 
the county using Cleveland County manned site facilities was discussed.  
 
Solid Waste enforcement activities data was identified and discussed. 
   
The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day, which is an annual event and a part of the ten 
year plan, was held on May 2, 2015.  A total of 105 residents were served during the day.  A 
total of 313 pounds of pesticides were collected and 88.4 pounds of medication were collected.    
A household hazardous waste participant survey was conducted to provide information and 
statistics to allow us to better serve the population.  Survey results are provided in the Board 
packet.  
 
Operation Medicine Drop was held in conjunction with the Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day.  A total of 113,504 units of unwanted or expired drugs were collected and 
properly disposed of during the day.  This event is conducted in conjunction with the Cleveland 
County Sheriff’s Department and allows the public to bring expired or unwanted medications to 
be disposed of safely without contamination to the waste stream.  Data contained on the report 
was discussed and further information was presented.  Anne Short noted this event is a drive 
thru, no questions asked event and is probably the largest take back event held during the year. 
 
Solid Waste enforcement activities data was identified and discussed. 
 
2014/2015 ANNUAL ANIMAL CONTROL REPORT 
 
Sam Lockridge presented data and information contained in the 2014/2015 Cleveland County 
Animal Control Report.  A copy of the report is included in the Board packet.  Data was 
identified and discussed.  Jennifer Coalson, who has served and the Adoption/Rescue 
Coordinator has resigned effective September 25, 2015 to return to her previous career as a 
nurse. 
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Mr. Lockridge noted the positive impact Ms. Coalson has made to the Animal Control Program, 
helping pave the way to better working relationships with humane societies and other animal 
activist organizations.  Mr. Lockridge, Ms. Wyant and Tripp Bowling, Animal Control 
Supervisor is in the process of recruiting for this position, and have a very strong candidate.  The 
“Get-On-The-Bus-With-Us program, partnering with the Charlotte Humane Society to provide 
individuals with low cost spay/neutering services has been successful and continues to expand, 
serving a total of 368 participants this year.  There has been an increase in the number of animals 
that have been micro chipped during the year.  Mr. Lockridge noted that Animal Control has 
reduced the price of a micro chip to $20.00, making the service more affordable.   
 
Ordinance changes within the past year noted in the report were identified and discussed.  
Although not listed in the report, Mr. Lockridge reviewed the ordinance to Establish Standards of 
Care for Large Dog and Cat Breeding Facilities within the County to assure that these animals 
are properly cared for.  This ordinance was established by County Commissioners in February, 
2015. 
 
Three year trends for methods of euthanasia, numbers of animals impounded, numbers of 
animals euthanized and animal placements were identified and discussed.   
 
Data regarding investigations, including animal bites, cruelties, nuisances, dangerous animals, 
and livestock, was identified and discussed.   
 
There was a slight decrease in Rabies cases in Cleveland County during the year, with four (4) 
positive cases, down from six (6) positive cases last year. 
.    
Mr. Lockridge noted that animals are no longer euthanized in Cleveland County by means of the 
CO Chamber, and the Animal Shelter now uses the EBI method only.  
 
The primary goal of the Animal Control Program is rabies prevention, and the free drive-thru 
rabies clinics and awareness campaign continues to be successful and is making a difference.  
Data regarding vaccinations given at each clinic was identified and discussed.  The drive-thru 
rabies clinics are held in conjunction with other health department events when possible.   
 
PAUL SARAZEN JR. FORUM ON CHILD HEALTH ISSUES 
 
The annual Paul Sarazen Jr. Forum on Child Health Issues is normally held during the month of 
October.  Due to preparations for the move to the new health department facility and the 
implementation of two new health education programs in the school system, it was decided the 
forum will be held during the first week of April, 2016, which is recognized as National Public 
Health Week.  Anne Short stated this could become an annual cornerstone for the health 
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department to sponsor this event during National Public Health Week.  The board will be 
informed as potential topics are explored. 
 
BUDGET AMENDMENTS 
 
Rodella Gold presented the following budget amendments included in the Board of Health 
packet for consideration of adoption by the Board of Health: 
 
Item Number One:  The Cleveland County Health Department has been awarded $10,000.00 
for Bright Ideas funding from the NC Department of Health and Human Services.  The grant 
addresses the need for preparedness planning for at risk populations within Cleveland County 
and will provide specialized life protection devices to assist them in crisis situations.  The target 
population is those who are hearing or vision impaired.  Community partners will assist in 
distribution and installation of the specialized equipment which includes smoke detectors, 
weather radios, safe awake vibrating fire alarms and go-kit bags to promote planning for 
emergencies.  A request was made to budget these funds in the Health Promotion Department 
(535). 
 
Item Number Two:  The Cleveland County Health Department has received a donation in the 
amount of $500.00 from the National Alliance on Mental Illness-Rutherford, to be used for 
medication assistance for clients with mental illnesses residing in Cleveland County.  A request 
was made to budget this amount into the Adult Health Department (533) to be used for this 
purpose. 
 
Item Number Three:  The budgeted amount for the Strategic Prevention Framework – Partners 
for Success Grant for FY 2015-2016 was $99,021.00.  The amount actually approved in August, 
2015 was $84,012.00.  A request was made to decrease the projected budget amount by 
$15,009.00 in the CODAP Department (548).  The decrease will eliminate the budget for 
newspaper ads and billboards. 
 
Motion:  A motion was made by Robert Miller, with a second by Tom Spurling to accept 
the budget amendments as presented.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
Annual Christmas Breakfast: 
Dorothea Wyant proposed that the annual Board of Health Christmas Breakfast be cancelled for 
December 1, 2015.  Ms. Wyant noted that due to the significant reduction in Medicaid Cost 
Settlement funds received by our agency, five full time permanent positions were not budgeted 
this fiscal year in order to maintain a flat budget as requested by the County Manager. Ms. 
Wyant noted that the approximate cost for the breakfast in 2014 was $3,000.00, and proposed   



CLEVELAND COUNTY SHELBY 
BOARD OF HEALTH NORTH CAROLINA 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2015                                                                                                        PAGE 7  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
the funds would be better utilized to contract with staff on a part time hourly basis to assist staff 
with a strained workload, including the scanning of paper documents to eliminate the need to 
transfer those documents to the new health department facility.  Commissioner Johnny   
Hutchins stated that Ms. Wyant should consult with County Manager Jeff Richardson and 
request additional funding for a part time employee rather than cancelling the Christmas 
Breakfast.  Mr. Hutchins stated that Mr. Richardson has some leeway with the budget; he feels it 
is understandable to need additional staff in preparation for the move, and that he would speak 
with Mr. Richardson on behalf of the department.  Ms. Wyant stated that she was attempting to 
find a solution to the problem without requesting additional funds. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
There being no further business, Chair Hayek called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion:  Johnny Hutchins moved, with a second by Michael Alexander that the Cleveland 
County Board of Health meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
 
Dorothea Wyant, Secretary 
Cleveland County Board of Health 
 
 
 


