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Nationwide Shortage of Tuberculin Skin Test Antigens  

The Cleveland County Health Department is Temporarily Reserving TB Testing for 

Priority Populations, per CDC  

 

(Shelby, NC)--According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there 

is a national shortage of Tubersol, a purified protein derivative used by healthcare 

professionals to detect Mycobacterium tuberculosis, often referred to as TB. Tubersol is 

used as a means of diagnosing TB, and is in no way used for the prevention or treatment 

of TB.   

 

Due to the nationwide shortage of Tubersol, the CDC and North Carolina Division of 

Public Health recommends temporarily suspending TB testing for the general population, 

so the supply may be saved for those populations identified to be at greatest risk for TB 

infection.  As a result, the Cleveland County Health Department has temporarily 

suspended TB testing for residents who may need a TB test for school and employment, 

and is reserving Tubersol for TB testing for those who have been identified to be at 

greatest risk of for TB infection.  The CDC has identified the following categories as 

persons of highest public health priority, in priority order: 

 

 Those with contact to a person with pulmonary or laryngeal TB 

 Persons with symptoms suggestive of TB disease 

 Persons arrived from high TB incidence countries within the past year 

 Persons infected with HIV 

 

This shortage in Tubersol is expected to last until the end of May 2013.  Once the 

Cleveland County Health Department receives an adequate supply of Tubersol, we will 

notify the public and resume regular TB testing for the general population.   For more 

information on TB testing, citizens may contact any of the following Cleveland County 

Health Department employees: Kim Crane, 704-484-5111; Nicole Newton, 704-484-

5154; or Sherry Yocum, 704-669-3134.  
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